Book Reviews to be devoted to an outline of sources and methods, but this long explanatory section is most welcome, as it makes an interesting and informative narrative. Mr. Pinker covers the types of hospital service available-the voluntary, the poor law and the local authority. He has a section on the number of patients, the average size of hospitals, bed provision, bed occupancy and the average length of patients' stay, concluding with a chapter on the complex subject of voluntary hospital finance. Sometimes London and provincial provisions are compared.
A History of the Acute Abdomen, by SiR ZAcHARY COPE, London, Oxford University Press, 1965, pp. vii, 123, 35s . More than twenty years ago, in Pioneers in Acute Abdominal Surgery, Sir Zachary Cope wrote an account of the early attempts to treat some types of acute abdominal disease; that work is now out of print, but the author has included essential parts in the present volume and has added sections showing how the various pathological conditions were recognized and how the signs and symptoms necessary for diagnosis were determined.
The never idle pen of Sir Zachary Cope traces progress from Hippocratic times, in a series of nine fascinating essays, each a masterpiece. There is no padding in these 120 pages, which amply prove that accurate knowledge of common acute abdominal crises is a comparatively recent acquirement. With some amazement we learn that for more than a thousand years after the time of Galen no advance in the diagnosis or treatment of acute conditions within the abdomen took place. Nothing of importance was added to our understanding of peri-caecal inflammation for fourteen hundred years after Celsus. In fact, two centuries ago the very existence of gastric Book Reviews and duodenal ulcers was scarcely recognized, and perforation of the stomach was a rare curiosity. Moreover, we also see that even when enlightened individuals pointed out the way, far too often regrettable delays took place before putting the lessons into practice. The author wisely deals with the mis-application, as well as with the application of methods.
Could anyone but Sir Zachary make the Lembert suture live, or bring to the modern reader the full force of Goldbeck's M.D. thesis of 1830? There is something for everyone in this History ofthe Acute Abdomen. The general practitioner can take heart from the apt extracts from Francis Adams' translations, from Dr. Hallwright's commendable place in the drama of ectopic gestations, and from the remarkable contributions of Edwards Crisp. Physicians will welcome the sound advice of Pemberton, Fenwick and Thudichum, and take pride in the fact that the first textbook to give a description of the symptoms which accompany inflammation and perforation of the appendix was that written by Bright and Addison. Throughout this little book the surgeon will find much encouragement; those who reside in small centres will note with pleasure the references to Heusner, Hastings Gilford, Morse 
